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“W
ithout suc-
cessful reen-
try into the 
community, 

recidivism is likely to occur, 
causing detrimental effects to 
public safety, communities, 
families, taxpayers, and ex-
offenders.  Offender reentry is 
a crime prevention strategy, 
which serves to reduce crime 
and the number of crime vic-

tims and ultimately ensures opportunities for safer 
communities. Successful reentry is also a cost sav-
ings measure, which results in savings to state and 
local criminal justice systems.”  La. Rev. Stat. Ann. 
15:1199.2 (I)(J)

Regardless of your opinion on sentencing (“lock ‘em 
up & throw away the key” vs. “no one deserves jail”), 
offenders sentenced to jail will be released back to our 
communities unless they receive a life sentence with-
out the benefit of probation, parole or suspension of 
sentence.  Even in Louisiana, which has the highest 
incarceration rate in the United States, most of the 
offenders incarcerated will be released at some point.  
Thus, it is our responsibility as criminal justice prac-
titioners to do everything within our power to ensure 
that those returning citizens are prepared for the chal-
lenges ahead.  If we do not, the ugly cycle of recidivism 
will continue, our state budgets will continue to soar 
and crime rates will skyrocket, causing more pain to 
victims and their families.  And as a former prosecutor 
and victim of violent crime myself, I understand the 
real cost of crime.

In 2010, Judges Arthur Hunter and Laurie White from 
Orleans Parish Criminal District Court devised a novel 
way to address the problem.  They asked “lifers” in 
prison to assist with the rehabilitation of new prison-
ers.  Carefully vetted lifers who have transformed after 
years in prison, and who now want to give back to the 
communities they once terrorized, have been selected 

as mentors.  Through their actions behind bars, these 
lifer mentors are able to help mold and change the 
hearts of those sentenced to the Offender Rehabilita-
tion & Workforce Development Program (“Program”) at 
the Louisiana State Penitentiary (“Angola”) before it’s 
too late.  The lifers also teach the men a trade, such as 
welding and automotive mechanics, so that when the 
men are released, they can earn a livable wage. 

Currently, there are only nine jurisdictions in the 
State of Louisiana permitted to sentence offenders 
to the Reentry Court program, and only non-violent, 
non-sex offenders who receive a sentence of 10 years 
or less may be considered.  Once an offender reaches 
Angola after sentencing, the moral rehabilitation and 
vocational training takes a minimum of 2 years.  If the 
offender successfully completes the Program at Ango-
la, he may petition the Court to reenter society.  Upon 
reentry, the returning citizen is placed on probation 
under the intensive supervision of a Reentry Court for 
5 years, where he will continue to receive the services 
needed to succeed, including substance abuse treat-
ment and counseling.

The Louisiana Supreme Court is committed to sup-
porting alternative sentencing measures such as Re-
entry Court.  To this end, they have appointed District 
Court Judge Rusty Knight to lead these efforts and 
develop best practices throughout the state.  As one 
lifer mentor put it, “we need to meet them at the gate”.  
And that’s exactly what is happening here in Louisi-
ana!  People from all walks of life are coming together 
to give those returning from Angola an opportunity to 
succeed, which in turn will make our communities 
safer and more financially secure.  

“As the U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Loui-
siana, I fully support the Reentry Court efforts of 
the Louisiana State Courts and have developed the 
30 2+2 Reentry Collaborative.  This initiative is a job 
development and placement program, with the goal 
of establishing an employment pipeline for the Reen-
try Court participants returning from Angola,” stated 
Kenneth A. Polite.
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